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In mid-October, Interior Minister Fabio Villegas and rebel leader Jacinto Ruiz each told reporters
that the two sides are prepared to resume peace negotiations. The government-rebel talks are
expected to begin Oct. 23. Ruiz is a leader of the Socialist Renovation faction of the National
Liberation Army (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional-Renovacion Socialista, ELN-RS). The talks were
originally scheduled to commence on Sept. 25, but were postponed following the death of two ELN-
RS leaders including Enrique Buendia, one of the group's negotiators in an incident which occurred
on Sept. 22 (see NotiSur 10/08/93). According to the ELN-RS, the two rebel leaders were captured in
a surprise attack by the military and were later killed while in the custody of the armed forces. For
its part, the military insists the two died in combat with army soldiers. Following the incident, the
ELN-RS demanded that the government appoint a new presidential peace advisor, since the current
advisor simultaneously serves as the government's advisor on security issues. They additionally
demanded that the government accept international monitoring of the peace process, as well as
public release of results from the investigation into the two deaths. Nevertheless, the ELN-RS
subsequently softened its stance. Ruiz told reporters that the rebels would not condition reinitiation
of negotiations on full compliance with the demands, although he stressed that full compliance
would be necessary in order to assure a successful outcome in the negotiations. Meanwhile, on
Oct. 11, Villegas announced the government's willingness to accept international monitoring of
the peace process once final agreements have been reached at the negotiating table. He added that
the investigation into the death of the ELN-RS leaders was moving forward. The investigation is
being conducted jointly by the Defense Ministry, the Attorney General's Office, and the Office of the
Federal Public Prosecutor. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 10/11/93; Agence France-Presse, 10/11/93,
10/12/93; Notimex, 10/18/93; Spanish news service EFE, 10/09/93, 10/11/93, 10/21/93)
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